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The (Im)possibility of Rebuilding Linkages: Boundary-
crossing Imagination of Hon Lai-chu’s Body-sewing
and The Border of Centrifugation

Jason Yat Long WONG *
Abstract

Abstract: Drawing on the concept of boundary as an analytical framework, this
article focuses on the boundary between the personal and the social through a
comparative reading of Hon Lai-chu’s Body-sewing (2010) and The Border of
Centrifugation (2013), examining the deformation and renegotiation of relations
between the personal and the social in post-1997 Hong Kong. It argues that Bod)y-
sewing follows a narrative trajectory of destruction and reconstruction: through the
subversive practice of thoroughly dismantling boundaries, the novel paradoxically
renders their significance newly visible, underscoring the need to prevent personal
space from being absorbed into social discipline. The Border of Centrifugation,
while continuing this concern with the protection of personal space, moves a step
further by sketching a path of “derailment” that seeks to break through the
disciplinary boundaries imposed by society. By shaping “mid-air” as a suspended
space, the novel reimagines how relations between the personal and the social might
be repositioned. Read together, the two novels show that Hon neither understands
linkage as undifferentiated fusion nor reduces boundary-crossing imagination to a
simple escape from reality. Rather, linkage and boundary-crossing point to an
attempt to recalibrate relational scales under constrained conditions. By tracing how
boundaries are dismantled, redirected, and re-established across the two works, this
article further argues that Hon persistently reflects, through literary form, on the
fractures, reconfigurations, and unresolved dimensions of relational structures in
post-1997 Hong Kong, thereby responding to the (im)possibility of rebuilding Hong
Kong’s linkages.

Keywords: Hon Lai-chu; boundary; boundary-crossing imagination; post-
1997 Hong Kong literature

* PhD student, Department of Asian Studies, The University of British Columbia.
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The Historical Memory and Trauma Representation in Post—Social
Movement Narratives of Taiwan and Hong Kong Literature:
A Case Study of The Melancholy of the Tree and The Becoming

Yu, Ming-Sheung”
Abstract

The 2014 Sunflower Movement in Taiwan and the 2019 Anti—Extradition Bill
Movement in Hong Kong mark pivotal turning points in recent social mobilizations
across both regions. These movements not only awakened the political
consciousness of younger generations but also reshaped contemporary literary
trajectories. In the aftermath, a significant body of writing has shifted toward life
after protest, foregrounding themes such as traumatic memory, exile and
displacement, intergenerational rupture, and the reconfiguration of identity.
Together, these works gradually delineate a mode of “post—social movement
writing.” Notably, beyond retrospective reflection or future projection, the narrative
importance of the “present moment” has grown, yet remains underexamined in
existing scholarship.

In response, this article takes Leung Lee-Chi’s The Trees Melancholy and Hsu
En-En’s The Becomings as primary texts to examine how contemporary literature in
Taiwan and Hong Kong rearticulates the relationship between the individual and the
collective within a post-movement context. Through strategies of temporal
reordering, linguistic fracture, and innovative narrative forms, these works
reconstruct experiences of trauma, generational memory, and identity in the wake of
political rupture. Both texts further interrogate a central question: when a movement
ends and ideals collapse, how do individuals re-position themselves? And how does
literature mediate, inherit, or transform emotions and histories that remain
unresolved?

Ultimately, this article argues that literature functions as an ethical practice,
illuminating the representation of trauma, intergenerational memory, and the
imagined political and cultural connections between Taiwan and Hong Kong.
Through this lens, the study outlines a more critically engaged and transregional
pathway for conceptualizing a “post—social movement literature.”

Keywords: Taiwanese and Hong Kong literature; post-social-movement
writing; historical memory; trauma representation; Taiwan—Hong
Kong cultural community

* Ph.D. student, The Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature, National Taiwan University.
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Inside and Outside the Iron Bars: Heterotopia in Suffering and

Resistance: Prison Letters of Chan Kin-man

Chen Mu Ching”
Abstract

Centering on Chan Kin-man’s Suffering and Resistance: Prison Letters of
Chan Kin-man, this paper explores how political prisoners in contemporary Hong
Kong demonstrate resilience under the disciplinary regime of the prison system.
Drawing upon Michel Foucault’s concepts of "Heterotopia" and "Discipline and
Punish," this study first analyzes how the prison operates through traditional
mechanisms—such as body searches, movement restrictions, and the erasure of time
perception—alongside advanced surveillance technologies and ideological
indoctrination to attempt a comprehensive "correction" of the prisoners' thoughts.

However, Chan Kin-man strategically utilized the precise and orderly nature of
the prison to transform this confined space into a "buffer zone" for self-reflection.
While the outside world was engulfed in the social turmoil of the "Anti-Extradition
Law Amendment Bill" movement, the prison, paradoxically, became a sanctuary
where the author could avoid distractions and focus on reading. Through trans-
temporal dialogues with historical "ghosts" such as Zeng Guofan and Lin Hsien-
tang, Chan juxtaposed the situation in Hong Kong with the historical experiences of
late Qing China and Taiwan. This diachronic and trans-regional reference deepened
his reflections on the intricate relations between Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Mainland
China. Ultimately, this paper argues that through his writing, Chan demonstrates the
power of thought to transcend high walls and connect with the outside world. This
not only manifests a fluid resilience akin to "water" but also reveals that, under
authoritarian structures, reading serves as a vital path for mental resistance and the
shaping of collective memory.

Keywords: Chan Kin-man, Suffering and Resistance: Prison Letters of Chan
Kin-man, Heterotopia, Discipline, Reading
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Historical Footprints and Diasporic Rootedness:
Revisiting the “97 Narrative” through the Screenwriter
Chiu Kang-chien

Jo- 1 Chen
Abstract

Taking the screenwriter as its analytical thread and the screenplay as its primary text,
this article examines two newly unearthed draft scripts—Dangerous Love and Far From
Chinatown—written in 1983 by Chiu Kang-chien (1940-2013) for Full Moon in New York
(1989). It explores how Chiu, a screenwriter from Taiwan, articulated alternative
configurations of the “1997 narrative” in Hong Kong cinema. Rather than approaching the
1997 narrative primarily through frameworks of identity anxiety or localism, this study
conceptualizes “1997” as an intermediary through which Hong Kong cinema may be
examined, and analyzes how the 1997 question reflects interwoven Hong Kong issues.

The article situates Full Moon in New York within the contexts of Hong Kong diasporic
histories and diasporic cinema, analyzing the multiple points of reference through which
diasporic subjectivities are constructed in transregional Chinese diasporic settings. Drawing
on the screenplay drafts, it argues that Chiu’s life experiences infused the film’s creative
process with layered identity concerns and diasporic narratives, enabling the film to engage
not only with Hong Kong emigration but also with the political conditions of China, Hong
Kong, and Taiwan at the time of its production. By examining the historical traces embedded
in Chiu’s portrayal of transregional diasporic characters and modes of diasporic rootedness,
this article contends that Chiu’s diasporic narratives expand the temporal and spatial
dimensions of the 1997 narrative. By foregrounding the screenwriter as a critical entry point,
the study further offers a broader analytical perspective beyond approaches that have

traditionally prioritized directors or localist concerns.

Keywords: Chiu Kang-chien, Full Moon in New York, 97 Narrative, Chinese
Diaspora
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