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Historical Footprints and Diasporic Rootedness:
Revisiting the “97 Narrative” through the Screenwriter
Chiu Kang-chien

Jo- 1 Chen
Abstract

Taking the screenwriter as its analytical thread and the screenplay as its primary text,
this article examines two newly unearthed draft scripts—Dangerous Love and Far From
Chinatown—written in 1983 by Chiu Kang-chien (1940-2013) for Full Moon in New York
(1989). It explores how Chiu, a screenwriter from Taiwan, articulated alternative
configurations of the “1997 narrative” in Hong Kong cinema. Rather than approaching the
1997 narrative primarily through frameworks of identity anxiety or localism, this study
conceptualizes “1997” as an intermediary through which Hong Kong cinema may be
examined, and analyzes how the 1997 question reflects interwoven Hong Kong issues.

The article situates Full Moon in New York within the contexts of Hong Kong diasporic
histories and diasporic cinema, analyzing the multiple points of reference through which
diasporic subjectivities are constructed in transregional Chinese diasporic settings. Drawing
on the screenplay drafts, it argues that Chiu’s life experiences infused the film’s creative
process with layered identity concerns and diasporic narratives, enabling the film to engage
not only with Hong Kong emigration but also with the political conditions of China, Hong
Kong, and Taiwan at the time of its production. By examining the historical traces embedded
in Chiu’s portrayal of transregional diasporic characters and modes of diasporic rootedness,
this article contends that Chiu’s diasporic narratives expand the temporal and spatial
dimensions of the 1997 narrative. By foregrounding the screenwriter as a critical entry point,
the study further offers a broader analytical perspective beyond approaches that have

traditionally prioritized directors or localist concerns.

Keywords: Chiu Kang-chien, Full Moon in New York, 97 Narrative, Chinese
Diaspora
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