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Inside and Outside the Iron Bars: Heterotopia in Suffering and

Resistance: Prison Letters of Chan Kin-man

Chen Mu Ching”
Abstract

Centering on Chan Kin-man’s Suffering and Resistance: Prison Letters of
Chan Kin-man, this paper explores how political prisoners in contemporary Hong
Kong demonstrate resilience under the disciplinary regime of the prison system.
Drawing upon Michel Foucault’s concepts of "Heterotopia" and "Discipline and
Punish," this study first analyzes how the prison operates through traditional
mechanisms—such as body searches, movement restrictions, and the erasure of time
perception—alongside advanced surveillance technologies and ideological
indoctrination to attempt a comprehensive "correction" of the prisoners' thoughts.

However, Chan Kin-man strategically utilized the precise and orderly nature of
the prison to transform this confined space into a "buffer zone" for self-reflection.
While the outside world was engulfed in the social turmoil of the "Anti-Extradition
Law Amendment Bill" movement, the prison, paradoxically, became a sanctuary
where the author could avoid distractions and focus on reading. Through trans-
temporal dialogues with historical "ghosts" such as Zeng Guofan and Lin Hsien-
tang, Chan juxtaposed the situation in Hong Kong with the historical experiences of
late Qing China and Taiwan. This diachronic and trans-regional reference deepened
his reflections on the intricate relations between Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Mainland
China. Ultimately, this paper argues that through his writing, Chan demonstrates the
power of thought to transcend high walls and connect with the outside world. This
not only manifests a fluid resilience akin to "water" but also reveals that, under
authoritarian structures, reading serves as a vital path for mental resistance and the
shaping of collective memory.

Keywords: Chan Kin-man, Suffering and Resistance: Prison Letters of Chan
Kin-man, Heterotopia, Discipline, Reading
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