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The Historical Memory and Trauma Representation in Post—Social
Movement Narratives of Taiwan and Hong Kong Literature:
A Case Study of The Melancholy of the Tree and The Becoming

Yu, Ming-Sheung”
Abstract

The 2014 Sunflower Movement in Taiwan and the 2019 Anti—Extradition Bill
Movement in Hong Kong mark pivotal turning points in recent social mobilizations
across both regions. These movements not only awakened the political
consciousness of younger generations but also reshaped contemporary literary
trajectories. In the aftermath, a significant body of writing has shifted toward life
after protest, foregrounding themes such as traumatic memory, exile and
displacement, intergenerational rupture, and the reconfiguration of identity.
Together, these works gradually delineate a mode of “post—social movement
writing.” Notably, beyond retrospective reflection or future projection, the narrative
importance of the “present moment” has grown, yet remains underexamined in
existing scholarship.

In response, this article takes Leung Lee-Chi’s The Trees Melancholy and Hsu
En-En’s The Becomings as primary texts to examine how contemporary literature in
Taiwan and Hong Kong rearticulates the relationship between the individual and the
collective within a post-movement context. Through strategies of temporal
reordering, linguistic fracture, and innovative narrative forms, these works
reconstruct experiences of trauma, generational memory, and identity in the wake of
political rupture. Both texts further interrogate a central question: when a movement
ends and ideals collapse, how do individuals re-position themselves? And how does
literature mediate, inherit, or transform emotions and histories that remain
unresolved?

Ultimately, this article argues that literature functions as an ethical practice,
illuminating the representation of trauma, intergenerational memory, and the
imagined political and cultural connections between Taiwan and Hong Kong.
Through this lens, the study outlines a more critically engaged and transregional
pathway for conceptualizing a “post—social movement literature.”

Keywords: Taiwanese and Hong Kong literature; post-social-movement
writing; historical memory; trauma representation; Taiwan—Hong
Kong cultural community
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