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The (Im)possibility of Rebuilding Linkages: Boundary-
crossing Imagination of Hon Lai-chu’s Body-sewing
and The Border of Centrifugation

Jason Yat Long WONG *
Abstract

Abstract: Drawing on the concept of boundary as an analytical framework, this
article focuses on the boundary between the personal and the social through a
comparative reading of Hon Lai-chu’s Body-sewing (2010) and The Border of
Centrifugation (2013), examining the deformation and renegotiation of relations
between the personal and the social in post-1997 Hong Kong. It argues that Bod)y-
sewing follows a narrative trajectory of destruction and reconstruction: through the
subversive practice of thoroughly dismantling boundaries, the novel paradoxically
renders their significance newly visible, underscoring the need to prevent personal
space from being absorbed into social discipline. The Border of Centrifugation,
while continuing this concern with the protection of personal space, moves a step
further by sketching a path of “derailment” that seeks to break through the
disciplinary boundaries imposed by society. By shaping “mid-air” as a suspended
space, the novel reimagines how relations between the personal and the social might
be repositioned. Read together, the two novels show that Hon neither understands
linkage as undifferentiated fusion nor reduces boundary-crossing imagination to a
simple escape from reality. Rather, linkage and boundary-crossing point to an
attempt to recalibrate relational scales under constrained conditions. By tracing how
boundaries are dismantled, redirected, and re-established across the two works, this
article further argues that Hon persistently reflects, through literary form, on the
fractures, reconfigurations, and unresolved dimensions of relational structures in
post-1997 Hong Kong, thereby responding to the (im)possibility of rebuilding Hong
Kong’s linkages.

Keywords: Hon Lai-chu; boundary; boundary-crossing imagination; post-
1997 Hong Kong literature

* PhD student, Department of Asian Studies, The University of British Columbia.
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