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Zheng Guanying and Chen Yingning’s Taoist views and
journeys in the late Qing Dynasty and early Republic of China*

Liang Shu Fang™*

Abstract

The impact of the historical changes in the late Qing Dynasty and the early
Republic of China on Taoism seems to have been delayed. Zheng Guanying, who
was mainly active in the late Qing Dynasty, followed Taoism all his life ,Actively
seek Taoist secrets, Publish classics and search for famous teachers , His views and
process of cultivation are very traditional , This is very different from his reform
attitude in "Words of a Prosperous Age" advocating reform and innovation, and
saving the country through industry. The New Culture Movement at the beginning
of the Republic of China was anti-traditional, and a trend of thinking that
emphasized science rose. Chen Yingning, a monk who practiced medicine in
Shanghai, actively responded to the times. He established a Taoist academy to teach,
published Taoist publications, and tried to conduct scientific experiments to examine
Taoist alchemy. What contributed most to the modernization of Taoism was Chen
Yingning's advocacy of the transformation of "Xianxue", trying to re-establish the
position of "Taoism" at the level of "religion", so as to get rid of the entanglement
between Taoism and folk beliefs and superstitions.

Religion must respond to the changing circumstances of the times. If ascetics
fail to actively face the changes and put forward theories and practices to respond,
the future of religion will be in trouble. Zheng Guanying and Chen Yingning's
Taoism process and views have inspired the transformation of religious belief theory
and practice, often at the time when historical trends of thought ebb and flow.

keywords : Taoism, Zheng Guanying, Chen Yingning, Xianxue, New Culture

Movement

* The article is a special research project of the National Science Council" Zheng Guanying
Research on the evolution of Taoist beliefs" (NSTC111-2410-H-179-009 ) part of the results,
Thanks to the anonymous reviewers for their valuable corrections, Make this article more
complete, Thanks.

+* National Taiwan Sport University General Education Center Professor.
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